
CONTEMPT OF COURT ORDINANCE, No. 11 OF 1924 




GOVERNMENT OF PALESTINE. 


CONTEMPT OK COURT ORDINANCE 

No. 11 of 1D24 

\\ ORDINANCE TO PROVIDE FOR THE PCNISIIMK.YI 

OF CONTEMPT OF COURT. 


DE IT ENACTED l>y I In? llijili Commissiorior of Palestine, 
with the advice of the Advisory Council thereol :- 


1 . If any peison wilfully ohslmcls hv anv act or threat an 

•I I t # • 

oflirer of a Court in 11 it* perfomianre ol'his duty; nr within nr 
Host* to the room or place where the Court is siIIi 11«4 wiltiilIy 
misbehaves in n vinlenl, threatening, nr disgmccful manner. 
In the ivilimi<l«tlioii of suitors nr others resul ting thereto; nr 

while the Court is sitting makes a noise by way n!'expressing 
approval nr disapproval of any proceeding nr judgment nr 
in anv other iiminier; nr 

wilfullv insults anv iiiemher of the Court, or anv assessor, 

• t • 

or any ollieer of the Court, during his silling nr attendance in 
Court, nr in his going In nr returning from Court ; 

the person so acting shall he liable to he immediately 
apprehended hy order of the Court, and to he detained until the 
rising of the Court, and on empiiry and consideration then and 
there, and without further trial, to he punished with a line of 
not more than £K. “> or with imprisonment lor not more than 
one month in the discretion of the Court. 

A Minute shall he made and kept of every such case of 
punishment, recording tin* facts of the offence, and the extent nl 
the punishment, and if the punishment is inflicted hy a District 
Court or hy a Magistrate, a copy of the Minute shall he forthwith 
sent to the Chief Justice. 


Disorderly con- 

w 

it net in or in a 

the vicinity of 

% 

Court. 


Nothin" in this Article shall Hied the liability ol a person 
committing an offence against the Court ur any ol its ollicers In 
he prosecuted under Article M2 or lit) ol the Ottoman Penal 
Code, provided always that a person punished for an offence 
under this Article shall not he liable to a further prosecution in 
respect of the same matter; and any such prosecution, if begun, 
shall he stayed hy the District Court in such manner and on such 
terms as the District Court thinks just. 

If, while Any proceedings, civil or criminal, are pending Publication of a 
in any Court, anv person shall publish any writing or do any act nature to preju- 
in reference to such proceedings intended or calculated to J ,c ® . a,r na 01 
prejudice such proceedings or to interrupt or delay the course ol ° )r !“k a *® ur 
justice or to bring into contempt the Court before which such 
proceedings are pending, the Supreme Court may, upon the 
application of any party to such proceedings or of its own motion 
or on the motion of the Attorney General, summon such person 
to appear to show cause why he should not he punished for 



Discharge of 
persons appre¬ 
hended if not 
conveyed out of 
Palestine within 
two months. 


Application for 
extradition in 
case of 
foreigners. 

Depositions to 
he evidence. 


Authentication 
of depositions 
and warrants. 


period as may he allowed in either case by the High Commissio¬ 
ner, it shall he lawful for the High Commissioner, by warrant 
under his hand, to order the fugitive offender (if ,not delivered 
on the decision of the Court), to be surrendered to such person 
as may in his opinion la 1 duly authorised to receive the fugitive 
offender by the Foreign State from which the requisition lor the 
surrender proceeded, ami such fugitive offender shall be surren¬ 
dered accordingly. 


Ft shall he lawful for any person to whom such warrant is 
directed, and for the person so authorised to receive, hold »n 
custody, and ronvev within the jurisdiction of such Foreign 
State the offender mentioned in the warrant; and if the offender 
escapes out of any custody to which he may he delivered on or 
in pursuance of sic li warrant, it shall he lawful to retake him 
in the same maimer as any person accused of any ollence against 
the laws of Palestine may be retaken upon an escape. 


|(i. If the fugitive offender who has been committed to 
prison is not surrendered an I conveyed out of Palestine \v:thin 
two months after such committal, or, if a writ of habeas corpus 
is issued, after the decision of the Court upon the return to the 
writ, it shall he lawful for the High Court to order the offender, 
upon application made to it by or on liehalf of the offender and 
upon proof that reasonable notice of the intention to make such 
application has been given to trie High Commissioner, to he 
discharged out of custody, unless sufficient cause is shown to 
the contrary. 


17. Where a fugitive offender is a foreigner within the 
meaning of Article 59 of the Palestine Order in Council 1922, the 
hearing of the case under Section I F hereof shall he conducted 
before a British Judge of the District Court. 


18. Depositions or statements on.oath taken in a Foreign 
State, and copies of such original depositions or statements, and 
foreign certificates of of judicial documents stating the fact of 
conviction, may, if duly authenticated, he received in evidence 
in proceedings under this Ordinance. 

19. Foreign warrants and depositions or statements mi 

oath, and copies thereof, and certificates of or judicial documents 
stating the fact of a conviction, shall he deemed duly authenti¬ 
cated for the purposes of this Ordinance, if authenticated in 
manner provided for the time being by law or authenticated as 
follows:- | 

(a) if the warrant purports to he signed by a Judge, 
Magistrate or Officer of the Foreign State where the same was 
issued; 
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(b) if the depositions or Statements or the copies thereof 
purport to he certified under the hand of a Judge, Magistrate or 
Officer of the Foreign State where the same were taken, to be 
the original depositions or statements, or to be true copies 
thereof, as the case may require; and 


(c) if the certificate of or judicial document stating the 
fact of conviction purports to be signed by a Judge, Magistrate or 
Officer of the Foreign State where the conviction look place. 

And if, in every case, the warrants, depositions, state¬ 
ments, copies, certificates or judicial documents (as the case may¬ 
be) are authenticated by tin-oath of some witness or by being sealed 
with the official seal of the Minister of Justice, or some other Minister 
of State. And all Courts of Palestine shall take judicial notice 
of such official seal, and shall admit the documents so authenti¬ 
cated by it to he received in evidence without further proof. 


20. The forms set forth in Schedule 111 to this Ordinance, 
or forms as near thereto as circumstances admit, may he used 
in all matters to which such forms refer, and when used shall 
be deemed to la* valid and sufficient in law. 


As to the use of 
forms in 
Schedule 111. 


21. The High Commissioner may, by order under his hand, 
require a Judge of a District Court to lake evidence for the pur¬ 
pose of any criminal matter pending in any Court or Tribunal 
in any Foreign State; and the Judge of a District Court upon 
receipt of such order, shall hike the evidehce of every witness 
appearing before him for the purpose in like maimer as if such 
witness appeared on a charge against some defendant for an 
offence triable upon information, and shall certify at the foot of 
I lie depositions so taken that such evidence was taken before 
him, and shall transmit the same to the High Commissioner. 
Sik h evidence may be taken in the presence of or absence of 
I lie person charged (if any) and the fact of such 
absence shall be stated in such deposition. 


presence or 


I owei* of taking 
evidence in 
Palestine for 
foreign criminal 
matters. 


Any person may, after (myinent or tender to him of a reas¬ 
onable sum for his costs and expenses in this behalf, be com¬ 
pelled, for the purposes of this section, to attend and give 
evidence and answer questions and produce documents in like 
manner and subject to the like conditions as he may in the case 
of a charge preferred for an offence triable upon information. 


Every person who wilfully gives false evidence before a 
Judge of a District Court under this Section shall be guilty of 
perjury; / 

Provided that nothing in this Section shall apply in the 
case of any criminal matter of a political dir racier. 




22. Notwithstanding anything in this Ordinance, the High Power of High 
Commissioner may either in accordance with any agreement Commissioner 
made with the Government of Trans-Jordan or in any particular to deliver 
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offenders to 

Trans-Jordan 

Government. 


case authorise the arrest in Palestine of persons charged with 
any offences committed in Trans-Jordan and the delivery of 
such persons to the Government of Trans-Jordan for trial. 


Jane loth 19‘2i. 


HERBERT SAMUEL 

Hiyh Commissioner . 



SCHEDULE 1. 


Wilful homicide whether premeditated or not premeditated. 
Homicide not accompanied by intent to kill. 

False coining and uttering of false coins. 



Thefts punishable with penal servitude, 
theft with violence. 


including highway robbery 



Simple theft; receiving stolen property. 

Abuse of confidence by conversion of property. 


Swindling and obtaining by false pretences. 

Offences against the bankruptcy laws punishable on information. 
Rape. 


Unlawful detention. 

Child stealing. j in 

Abduction. 1 

Bribery and corruption. • 

Perjury and subornation of perjury. 

Threats by letter. . / 

Piracy by law of nations. 

' 1 V * * r • 1 . * • ’ - 

Wilful wounding. 1 


r 
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II) Any offence not before mentioned which is punishable under the 

following provisions of law or any of them, or under any substituted 
or amending provisions. 


Railway Ordinance 1922. 

Sections 2-7 (Endangering safety on Railways). 

Ottoman Petal Code Article 249 (Wilful injury to buildings) 
Article 251 (Destruction of documents) 252 (Pillage). 


(HI) 


Reing accessory to any offence mentioned in this schedule. 


(IV) Any other offence added from time to time to this schedule in manner 

provided by Section 3. 

(V) Attempt lo commit any offence mentioned in this schedule where 

such attempt is punishable by the law of Palestine. 


SCHEDULE II. 


I. . Provisional agreement between Syria and Palestine with regard to the 
extradition of offenders which appeared in the Official Gazette No. 48 of August 
1st, 1921, as amended by an agreement which appeared in Official Gazette No. 
112 of April 1st, 1924. 


Provisional agreement between Egypt and Palestine with regard to the 
extradition of offenders which appeared in Official Gazette No. 78 of 1st. 
November, 1922. 


SCHEDULE III. 

FORM OF ORDER OF HIGH COMMISSIONER TO A MAGISTRATE. 

To a Magistrate of District, 

• ■■■■■■■ I _ 0 0 V* * •••••••••••» ■■ •#•••«•••••••••••• f ••*«•••••••* 

Whereas a requisition has been made to me, 

High Commissioner for Palestine, by_ , the 

Diplomatic Representative of , for the surrender of late 

°1.accused (or convicted) of the commission of the offence of 

.. . . withia the jurisdiction of 

* . .. -•••••••• t W . .... •• nmm 

Now 1 hereby, by this my order under my band, signify to you that such 
requisition has been made, and require you to issue your warrant for the 
apprehension of such fugitive, provided that the conditions of the Extradition 
Ordinance, 1924, relating to fhe issue of such warrant are, in your judgment, 
complied with. 

Given under the hand of the undersigned, High Commissioner for Palestine, 

this dav of 19 

**• .. . .. . ... . 
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FORM OF WARRANT OF APPREHENSION RY ORDER OF 

high commissioner. 

To all and each of the members of the Police Force and Gendarmerie. 

Whereas the High Commissioner for Palestine by order under his hand, 
lias signified to me that requisition has been duly made to him for the surrender 
( ,f ” late of accused for convicted) of the commis¬ 
sion of the ollence of within the jurisdiction of._ 

This is to command you forthwith to apprehend the said , pursuant 

to the Extradition Ordinance, 11K24, wherever he may he found in Palestine and 
bring him before a Judge of the District Court to shew cause why he should 
not he surrendered in pursuance of the said Ordinance, for which this 
shall he vour warrant. 


Given under mv hand and seal at 


this 


lay of 


ID 


Magistrate. 


form of warrant of apprehension without order 

OF HIGH COMMISSIONER. 


To all and each of the members of the Police Force and Gendarmerie 


Whereas it has been shewn to the undersigned Magistrate that 


>• •••«•••••••• 


late of is accused (or convicted) of the commission of, the ollence 

of within the jurisdiction of 

•++ .. . . *••••••••• 

This is therefore to command you forthwith to apprehend the said _ and 

bring him before a Judge of the District Court to be further dealt with according 
to law, for which this shall be your warrant. 


Given under mv hand and seal at 


this 


day of 19 . 


Magistrate. 


/ 

s 
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FORM OF WARRANT OF HIGH COMMISSIONER FOR SURRENDER 01 

FUGITIVE. 


To the Superintendent of the prison at 


and to 




Police Officer. 


Whereas 

• • •• • • • • 

of the offence of 


late of 


accused (or convicted) of the commission 




was delivered into (lie custody of vou 

hv warrant dated 




within the jurisdiction of 

the Superintendent of the prison al 
pursuant to the Extradition Ordinance, 1924. 

Now [ do hereby, in pursuance of the said Ordinance, order you the 

said Superintendent to deliver the said 

into the custody of , and I command you the said 

to receive the said into your custody and to convey him 

• • 

within the jurisdiction of , and there place him in 

the custody of any person or persons appointed by the said 
to receive him, for which I his shall be your warrant. 


• •• •••••• 


(liven under the hand of the undersigned, High Commissioner for Palestine', 
this dav of 19 . 


FORM OF WARRANT OF COMMITTAL. 


To 




Police Officer, and to the Superintendent of 


the prison at. 

Whereas on this. 






19 


late of.. was 

to shew 


► •••••••..#*« 


day of . 

brought before me, a Judge of the District Court of 
cause why he should not be surrendered in pursuance of the Extradition Ordi¬ 
nance 1924, on the ground of his being accused (or convicted) of the commis¬ 
sion of the offence of.___within the jurisdiction of.., and 

whereas no sufficient cause has been shewn to me why he should not be 
surrendered in pursuance of the said Ordinance; 

This is therefore to command you forthwith to convey and deliver the 

said-.....-.into the custody of the said Superintendent of the 

prison at....-. and you, the said Superintendent, to receive the ?aid 

into your custody, and him there safely to keep until he is thence delivered 
pursuant to the provisions of the said Ordinance, for which V is shall he 
your warrant. — 

this.dav of _ 19 . 


Given under my hand and seal at 




Judge of the District Court. 



























